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Background
•  Porfirio	  Diaz	  
•  Francisco	  Madero	  and	  Elec3ons	  
•  Coup	  d’etat	  and	  peasant	  revolt	  
•  Mexican	  Cons3tu3on	  of	  1917	  



Regime
•  Mexican	  Cons3tu3on	  of	  1917	  
– Cons3tu3onal	  Republic	  
– Authoritarian	  
– Progressive	  Social	  and	  Economic	  Rights	  

•  Agrarian	  reform,	  social	  security,	  minimum	  wage,	  8	  hour	  
workday,	  etc.	  

– Limit	  power	  of	  Catholic	  Church	  
– Unitary	  
– Mix	  between	  Consensus	  and	  Coercion	  



Economy
•  Modernized	  under	  Diaz,	  but	  created	  large	  wealth	  gap	  
–  Indians	  and	  mes3zos	  suffered	  to	  meet	  produc3on	  
demands	  

–  Independent	  peasants	  became	  landless	  laborers	  
•  Development	  setback	  by	  decadesà	  economy	  
destroyed	  

•  Virtually	  no	  economy	  
•  Ren3er	  State	  economy	  
•  Recognized	  labor	  unions	  and	  peasants	  organiza3ons	  
•  Hacienda	  system	  ended	  







Emiliano Zapata
•  Southern	  Mexico	  
•  Supporter	  of	  land	  reform	  
•  “La	  3erra	  es	  para	  el	  que	  la	  trabaja”à	  The	  land	  
is	  for	  those	  who	  work	  it	  

•  Plan	  de	  Ayala	  
•  Zapa3stas	  



Francisco “Pancho” Villa
•  Northern	  Mexico	  
•  Organized	  army	  of	  workers,	  cowboys,	  and	  
ranch	  hands	  
– Recognized	  no	  law	  except	  that	  or	  villa	  
– Threat	  to	  Carranza’s	  na3onal	  army	  

	  

	  



Politics/Ideology
•  Social	  and	  economic	  reform	  
•  Rights	  for	  the	  poor/peasants/mes3zos	  
•  Land	  reformà	  agraristas	  
•  No	  corrup3on	  
•  “Tierra	  y	  Libertad”à	  Land	  and	  Freedom	  
	  



How it changed
•  Con3nued	  violence	  
•  Assassina3on	  of	  President	  Carranza	  and	  
Zapata	  

•  Sonoran	  Dynasty	  
– Plutarco	  Elías	  Callesà	  jefe	  máximo	  

•  Ins3tu3onal	  Revolu3onary	  Party	  (PRI)	  



Resources
•  h_p://www.historytoday.com/alan-‐knight/
mexican-‐revolu3on	  

•  h_p://la3namericanhistory.about.com/od/
thehistoryofmexico/a/mexicanrevo_3.htm	  

•  h_p://zedillo.presidencia.gob.mx/welcome/
PAGES/culture/note_5feb.html	  

•  h_p://edsitement.neh.gov/feature/mexican-‐
revolu3on-‐november-‐20th-‐1910	  

•  h_p://www2.ups.edu/faculty/jlago/fl380/
source3_02.htm	  


